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this to you in a letter which I did myself the honor to
address you from [illegible] on the Bosphorus in August
last. I left George in Stamboul, and you will probably
see him in Paris by the time you receive this. I am en-
tirely ignorant of all that has passed here but Lea will
give you every information. The Cherubs failed here,
owing it is said to their name. Our literal folks actually
supposed that they were to sing, and when the man
turned them round in order to exhibit them in a different
position, they exclaimed, "Ah he is going to wind them
up: we shall hear them now." I wish the scene of this
story lay anywhere but in New York, but it cannot be
helped, and I must continue to consider my townsmen
as a race of cheating, lying money getting blockheads. I
feel getting warm and shall therefore conclude. I must
add my wishes that your shadow may never grow less.

Respectfully

J. E. De Kay

FROM LAFAYETTE

Wednesday 11 April [1832]
My dear Sir,

I am perfectly of your opinion respecting the personal
expenses incurred by Dr. Howe in the execution of our
instructions. His mission has been fulfilled in a manner
so gratifying to the Poles, so creditable to the American
name, so honorable for himself, that I think a vote of
thanks must be past, which it may be agreeable for him
to see printed in the American papers.

I have been too much taken up this morning that I
hardly have the time to dictate these few words before I
go to the house. Yet I want to obtain from you an imme-
diate answer upon the following point.aly and France, and I accordingly communicatedis not easily ascertained, and the amount of
